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settled there and founded a flourishing colony. The
Sumenans, therefore, must have been the product of the
intermixture of the Aryan and Dravidian races. It may be
argued that all this is mere supposition on which no historical
hypothesis or fabric can be based or constructed. It is a
supposition, no doubt; but it is a supposition which becomes
a probability when we take into our consideration the
following incontestable facts viz^ (i) that the resemblances
between the severed heads of the statues discovered at Telloh
or Teil-Ioh in Chaldea and the facial type of the Dravidians
of Southern India are remarkable ; (it) that the language of
the Sumerians was agglutinative like the Dravidian lan-
guages ; (Hi) that the Sumerians, i.e., the Chaldees were agri-
culturists and builders of canals like the ancient Cholas ; (iv)
that they were mariners and traders like the latter who, in
their turn, must have learnt the art of navigation and the
principles of commerce from the Paais, and emulated them in
everything, even in their spirit of adventure ; (#) that of all
countries in Western and Southern Asia, a commercial inter-
course was admittedly kept up between the coasts of Southern
India and those of the Persian Gulf in ancient times ; and (vi)
that there having been no other civilised country anywhere in
the southern portion of Asia or East Africa, no highly civilised
people excepting the Indians would found a colony on the
shores of the Persian Gulf. We shall see later on how close
and intimate was the intercourse between India and Meso-
potamia in the ancient days, and how not only the material
civilisation but also the religion of the Babylonians and the
Assyrians bear unmistakable evidences of the influence of
Vedic and Dravidian civilisation and religion. If all these
facts, ^circumstances, and probabilities be taken into con-
sideration, the conclusion would be irresistible that (he
Sumenans who were the founders of the Babylonian and the
Assyrian civilisations were the products of a mixed race of
Aryans and Dravi<dians.
In this connection it will not be out of place to mention